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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


The Put. 

Time is a measured portion of duration, divided 
into past, present, and future. All of our own his- 
tory with the balance of mankind, is included in 
the past. As to our doing* in the past year, as 
well as all time passed we must account for in the 
future. Will we stop gentle reader, before wo en- 
ter u | ><>ii tii'.' labors i>f another year, and consider 
the duties, Lib hts, and errors of the pa<t in such u 
way as to profit by them. As to the duties, have 
discharged those we are under, to God, and our 
fellow-wan? An i" labors have we patiently in 
won! and doe riue, and also with our hands doim 
what wee ild to r lieve the suffering and minister 
to tii I of mankind. In this view ol 

f 1 | I >:■>], up bvf'uv our minds; 

but its ■ u ir p.»at history let us iio: get 

disc.-'uiM^..' !. as remember that to*ei 

human aud li . t allow oar many lailliugs to 

drive it.- away from God, "but may we see our 
weakness and incline to Ilitn." 

Paul, Silas, David, Jonah, and in fact all good 
and great men have had errors in their lives, and 
we have the tame merciful source to go to for re- 
lief. With tho year past let us lay aside all envy 
evil speaking, malice, hatred together with all 
other weights and hand in the conflict against sin. 
And you my dear reader, who have apparenty 
•been idle, we invito you as does tho blessed Savior, 
to come and improve the present for the future be- 
longs only to God. He deals it out to us as seem- 
eth good to Him. Oh ! that God may help us to 
do our whole duty ; and enable us to so live that we 
may surmount all trials and difficulties in life, and 
thus be pennited to enjoy a blissful Eternity. 

Success, and a happy New Year to all. 

It. Iv. Bhixkley. 

Huntington, Ind. 


"He'll Come After IV 

Nine wee things — not one of them more than 
five years old — made up my class one .Sunday. 
But we said it was all the belter, for once we could 
talk the more freely to one another. 

Little Frank was the first to come up to say his 
Psalm, " The Lord is my Shepherd," and when hi 
had done saying it 1 asked him who wrote that love 
ly Psalm. He could not tell me however, and 
little Georgie said it was God, and little Bella said 
it was Jesus, that was all the answer 1 could get. 
So 1 told them it was King David, and that, David, 
when he was a hoy, was a shepherd lad; that Hi 
used to "mind sheep," as the children would say. 

When I said this, Willie said, "Our George d. 
mind sheep; and sometimes the shecps run away 
ever so far." 

"Yes that's just what sheep often do, Willie," 1 
said; "and it's what children do, too. Children are 
God's little lambs, for He made them, and the) 
run away from him. You have run awav from 
God." 

The children looked grave, for I had said, "You 
have run away from God" in a very earnest, solemn 
tone, "what is to become of you ?" 1 added. 
"What are you to do?" 

"Goback to him," they nearly all replied earnest- 
ly at once. 

"But now can yon do that ? God is in heaven." 
They all looked puzzled for a few seconds; bul 
presently little Bella said, "He'll come after us." 

"Yes Bella, that's just it," I replied: "Jesus the 
son of GoU, came after us. He came all the way 
down from heaven to seek his lost sheep and lambs 
And once he found some little lambs and big 
sheep- -that is, you know, little children and then- 
mothers ; and he took the little ones up in his arms, 
because they were so little. That is what he al- 
ways dors, for the Bible says, 'He shall gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom." 

"God's arms is big," said Georgie; "He could 
carry all we." 

Yes 1 said, "He can carry you all. But will 
you come to him when he calls you? Will you stop 
running away, and say with your heart to him 
what you so often say to me, 

I'l.oril .Ichus take me to ttiy bwast. 
And bless me, then I aha]] be blest 7*' 

"Yes, Yes," tbey all said, bo gravely and earn- 
estly that I felt they meant it. 

— Teacher, 


Search for Truth. 
Essay read at the Brethren'! Prayer Meeting, New Enterprise, 
Pa., by .Sister Sadie K ochen darter, 

The Bible teaches us to "search the scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
are they which testify of Me." 

We read, in 2nd Peter lstch., 5th verse, "And 
besides this giving all diligcncp, add to your faith 
virtue; and t.i virlm* knowledge." 

Knowledge, then, occupies the third link in the 
chain of Christian Graces — the first being faith, 
tlie «eooBd virtue. A knowledge of Christian doe 
trine ami Chriit'lan duty are absolutely indispensa- 
ble to acceptance with God, and hope ol salvation 
I usee will excuse no one. How many people 
try In do right ilia , ! Way, and lie e,ood 

Christians, but fall short if By metrical character 
and wide usefulness, because of n lack of jjne 
link in He chain, their tffvrU ate rendered ineffi- 
cacious. 

Thus, we need self- confidence, and it supported 
by a thorough knowledge of our duly to God, t» our- 
selves, and our fellow- men, before we will be "ready 
to every good work," It is so easy to imagine a 
wrong thing to be right, or to shrink from the right, 
as though it was wrong that unless we prayerfully 
devote our all to Christ we may fail. If we earn- 
estly endeavor toget nearer to the only true source 
of light, it cannot be that He will turn away from 
us, for He has stdd He would grant unto us "all 
things that pertain to lift* and Godliness," and 
will we not trust Him in this? When we think 
of how much He has done for us, and of how much 
He has promised us, we ought to develop a sym- 
metrical andjforcelul Christian character. 

Christ is the one perfect example of eosecrated 
Christian trial and sacrifice. He came down from 
a heavenly throne, and Bat on His own footstool ; 
He descended from celestial glory, and entered the 


delity, to all reckless unbelief, to all cold uncon- 
cern, is the divine Advent message, "God is love, M 

This is the word thai, floated out upon the air 
that first Christmas Eve in the angel's song, start- 
ling the sleepy shepherds from their drowsiness. 
This was the message that fell unheeded on the 
ears of the puests of that little hostelry at Bethe- 
lem, when the inn had ttq ears for the word ami it 
was left to the lowliest of the low in the stable. 
This was the message whirl) th<- stnr Had for the 
wise men.who were wise enough to follow it afar 
on that long and hazardous journey. 

This i^ the message whip': the h ■- ■ ' have re*. 
peate 1 ever sinoe to t Be earth— listen- 

ing, sometime* indifferent; ■ • .i V ' ' r-ls, 

who have responded, "Let u= ' ' thine 

aV ' - ' O 

which has soma to paq« ■•' S?metim< s to a Herod 
who has only listened thnt ho might plan how to 
destroy both mes*a<f" and m r; sometimes 

ti scribes too husy with their ritual and traditions 
to pay attention to such n message — S'j simple and 
si inclusive; somtimes to a Jerusalem t'vt h is b en 
stirred for the moment, only to turn to other mat- 
ers and forget the nine day's wonder. 

For our many readers there can he no brtter 
Christmas greeting than the wish that they may 
hear and comprehend this message of the Season — 
this word which tho spirit whispered to the heart 
of the mother, which the angels sang, which the 
wise men saw in the star, whieh the Christ brought 
down to the manger in the stable — that God is 
love; and hearing and heeding it may anew give to 
him the life which by his love he hns redeemed 
and made his in the ownership of infinite loTe. 
So may the "Merry Christinas" be the herald of a 
a happy New Year; happy with a happiness 
which no sorrow can destroy, which time shall on- 
ly ripen, which tears shall only water, and which 


valley of humiliation; He l«ft honor for shame; | d i ei,,h C;ni on, T . v gather into the eternal harvest- 
He was attened by angels, and mocked at by uu- OhkiSOTAS TJmon. 


hallowed men, and out of all this sacrifice eame 
victory to all humanity, lie so loved, and finally 
gave His life, that the weiikeat and most despised 
of mankind 'should become heirs to the heavenly 
crown, inheritors of immorality and partakers of 
life everlasting. 

Do we not feel the responsibility of living right ? 
I trust we do, and may we not so soon forget to 
work. Men have attained an excellent standard of 
intellectual and physical development, but though 
they may be able to unravel hidden mjKteries, 
calculate celypses, prophesy storms, discover the 
existence of unknown worlds, and yet, not be able 
to "read their titles clear to mansions in the skies." 
Let us, with God's help, gather now energy, and 
with a spirit of love, and devotion set about our 
work in earnest, turning neither to the right hand 
nor to the left, but study to know the truth, and 
knowing our duly may we be ready and willing 
at all times, to do it. "Then shall we make our 
calling an d election sure." 

The Message of Christum*. 

We have read somewhere in mcdiieval litera 
hire a legend that ran somewhat as follows : An 
infidel knight, in the wildness of his mad , Heaven- 
defying infidelity, determined to test by the 
method to which he was best accustomed, the 
reality and power of the God whose existence he 
denied. So, going out into the field armed as lor 
combat, he cast his glove upon the ground, after 
the manner of ancient challengers, and cried outto 
the heavens: "God, if there be a God, -I defy thee, 
here and now, to a mortal combat ! If thou indeed 
art, put forth thy might, of which thy pretended 
priests make such boasts !" As he spoke his eye 
was caught by a piece ot parchment fluttering in 
the air just above bis h*ad. It fell at his feet. 
He stopped to pick it up, and found inscribed upon 
it these words : "God is love," Overcome by this 
unexp ected response, he broke bis sword in token 
of surrender, and kneeling upon the fragments, 
consecrated his life thenceforth to the service of 
that God whom he just before defied. . 

This is the message which this Christmas 
season brings to every heart that will look up to 
see the word that floats just above the head, or will 
stoop down to \ pick up the word that lies at 
the feet. The answer to all Heaven- defying infi- 


Follon Christ Closely. 
It is reported in the Bohemian story that St. 
"Wencestaus, their king one 'winter night going to 
.lis devotions in a remote church, barefooted iu the 
snow and sharpness of unequal and pointed ice, his 
servant, Rediwus, who waited upon his master's 
piety and endeavored to imitate his affections, be- 
gan to faint through the violence of the nnow and 
cold, till the king commanded him to follow him, 
and set his feet in the same footsteps which his 
feet should mark for him. .The servant did so, 
and either fancied a cure or found one: for he fol- 
lowed his prince, helped foward with shame and 
zeal to his imitation, and by the forming foott-teps 
in the snow. In the same manner does the bless- 
ed Jesus; for since our way is troublesome, ob- 
scure, lull of objection and danger, apt to be 
mistaken, and to affright our industry, He com- 
mands us to mark his footsteps, to tread where his 
feet have stood; and not only invites us forward by 
the argument of His example, but He hath trod- 
den down much of the dtticulty, and made the way 
easier, and fit for our feet.— Jeremy Taylor. 


An Example of Manly Independence. 
While yet a young man of uncertain prospects, 
John Quincy Adams said : "With an ordinary 
share ol common-iense which I hope to enjoy, I 
can live independent and free ; and rather than 
live otherwise, I would wish to die before the time 
when I shall not be left to my own discretion.'' 
This manly utterance was the key-note to the re- 
markable career of Mr. Adams. To be free from 
dependence on the favor of individuals and parties, 
to be independent in his judgments and opinions, 
and to act as bis conscience dictated, was the 
height of his ambition. He had the courage of 
this high ambition, and therefore he served his 
generation usefully and honorably. Young men 
in these days of pi ace- hunting will do well to 
shrink, as he did, from voluntary dependence on 
the capricious favors of men in power, and from 
slavish bondage to the opinions of other men. To 
be loyally free and wisely independent, gives 
strength and dignity to the character. — Zion'b 
Hebald. 


